
RESOLUTION NUMBER 114 

HONORING ROBERT BRYANT PLAGER   

 

WHEREAS, while Robert Bryant Plager was born closer to the Arctic Circle than St. Louis and didn’t go to 

high school here, he became one of our City’s leading citizens because of his loyalty, heart and generosity of 

spirit; and 

  

WHEREAS, Bob Plager’s St. Louis story began 24 years later when the St. Louis Blues entered the National 

Hockey League in 1967, and Bob joined the team with his brothers Bill and Barclay; and 

  

WHEREAS, he showed immediate impact by recording 86 penalty minutes in his first season wearing the Blue 

Note, a harbinger of things to come; and 

  

WHEREAS, Mr. Plager demonstrated his pride and loyalty for the Blue Note one infamous night in 

Philadelphia when he climbed into the stands to protect his coach from unruly fans and overly zealous 

Philadelphia police officers; and 

  

WHEREAS, he became a fan favorite with his physical style of play, his patented hip check, as well as his 

sense of humor and dedication to the Blues organization; and 

  

WHEREAS, after his playing days ended, Mr. Plager stayed in St. Louis and with the team in various 

capacities including scout, minor league coach and briefly head coach of the Blues; and 

  

WHEREAS, Bob Plager is the only person in the world who worked for the St. Louis Blues during the team’s 

entire 32-year history, and represented the Blues with class, spirit and dignity during every one of those 

32 seasons; and 

  

WHEREAS, in 2019, Mr. Plager got his chance to lift the Stanley Cup, and it says a lot about him that on the 

day when he had the Cup, he took it to the Barkcay’s gravesite, and drank a toast from the cup to his brother; 

and 

  

WHEREAS, Bob was an original member of the St. Louis Blues Hockey Team and spent decades with the 

organization and unexpectedly died in a car crash on Wednesday, March 24, 2021 at the age of 78; and  

  

WHEREAS, Mr. Plager represented and will continue to serve as the ultimate example of all that is good about 

St. Louis and the St. Louis Blues. We will sorely miss him, but always remember and celebrate him as No. 5 in 

our program, and No. 1 in our heart. 

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis 

pauses in our deliberations to recognize and celebrate the life and achievements of Robert Bryant Plager and by 

adoption of this resolution wish to join all others honoring his life. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to 

spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy 

to the end that it may be presented at a time and place deemed appropriate by the sponsor.   

Introduced this 19th day of April, 2021 

The Honorable Joseph Vaccaro, Alderman 23rd Ward 

 

 

 

 

 



Adopted this19th day of April 2021 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 

 


